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1I_1 . (C)  According  to  Nakhchivan-based  human  rights  activists 
and  press  accounts,  on  December  10  at  approximately  1820, 
Nakhchivan  Radio  Free  Europe/Radio  Liberty  correspondent 
Ilgar  Nasibov  was  released  from  prison,  following  the 
Nakhchivan  Court  of  Appeals  1 decision  to  overturn  the 
district  court's  December  6 ruling  sentencing  Nasibov  to 
three  months'  imprisonment  for  libel.  The  same  day,  Nasibov 
was  convicted  on  separate  criminal  libel  charges  and 
sentenced  to  one  year  of  probation.  The  new  conviction  is 
based  on  an  article  Nasibov  is  alleged  to  have  written  for 
Azadliq  newspaper  in  2006  detailing  alleged  PKK  activity  at 
Nakhchivan  State  University.  Both  Nasibov  and  Azadliq 
newspaper  deny  that  he  ever  wrote  for  them.  According  to 
Nasibov,  on  December  6,  after  his  initial  libel  conviction  on 
the  basis  of  an  e-mail  he  sent  to  a government  website 
(reftel),  he  had  been  summoned  back  into  court  for  a 
pre-trial  hearing  on  other,  separate  charges  related  to  the 
PKK  article.  Nasibov  also  noted  that,  contrary  to  previous 
reports,  he  did  have  an  attorney  present  at  the  hearings,  but 
a court-appointed  lawyer,  not  one  whom  he  selected. 

J_2 . (C)  Since  our  December  7 report  on  the  situation  (reftel), 
a few  more  details  have  come  to  light.  On  December  7,  former 
Bizim  Yol  newspaper  correspondent  Elman  Abbasov  was  detained 
for  approximately  12  hours  in  connection  with  the  charges 
against  Nasibov.  Abbasov  told  the  press  that  he  was 
questioned  about  the  activities  of  several  NGOs , including 
the  NGO  Development  Center,  which  is  headed  by  Nasibov' s 
wife,  journalist  and  human  rights  activist  Malahat  Nasibova. 
Nasibova  and  journalist/human  rights  activist  Mahammad  Rzayev 
were  also  detained  for  questioning  for  approximately  30 
minutes  on  December  7 in  connection  with  this  case.  Court 
bailiffs  reportedly  seized  private  property  belonging  to  the 
Nasibovs  and  Abbasov,  and  property  belonging  to  the  NGO 
Development  Center.  As  of  December  11,  we  understand  that 
most  of  this  property  has  been  returned. 

11_3 . (C)  In  a December  8 telcon  with  the  Ambassador, 
Presidential  Chief  of  Staff  Ramiz  Mehdiyev  noted  that  he  had 
spoken  to  President  Aliyev  and  Nakhchivani  Parliament  Chair 
Vasif  Talibov,  and  predicted  that,  per  President  Aliyev's 
instructions,  Nasibov  would  be  released  following  the 
December  10  appellate  hearing.  Legal  advisor  in  the 
Presidential  Apparat  Fuad  Alasgarov,  who  was  fully  briefed  on 
the  situation,  told  the  DCM  on  December  11  that  he  was  aware 
of  the  due  process  concerns  in  Nasibov 's  case,  was  not 
pleased  by  them,  and  was  investigating  them,  noting  "they 
will  not  continue."  He  noted  that  this  incident  took  place 
in  Nakhchivan,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities  in 
Baku.  Referring  to  President  Aliyev's  serious  concern  on  the 


matter,  Alasgarov  said  that  a document  was  being  prepared 
recommending  a January  event  between  the  President  and 
journalists  to  try  to  reduce  tensions  between  the  GOAJ  and 
the  media.  The  DCM  offered  the  Embassy's  full  support. 

14.  (C)  COMMENT:  In  recent  days,  the  OSCE,  the  Council  of 

Europe,  and  the  Norwegian  Embassy  have  joined  the  U.S.  in 
publicly  decrying  Nasibov's  arrest.  We  understand  that  the 
EU  also  is  coordinating  issuance  of  a statement.  The  GOAJ ' s 
decision  to  release  Nasibov  appears  to  be  a direct  result  of 
international  pressure,  while  the  decision  to  convict  him  on 
separate  charges  — while  releasing  him  --  is,  at  least  in 
part,  a face-saving  tactic.  While  we  are  concerned  by 
Nasibov's  conviction  and  sentencing  on  another  charge,  we 
note  that  the  decision  to  release  Nasibov  is  the  first 
positive  step  the  GOAJ  has  taken  on  detained  journalists  in 
many  months.  We  are  also  encouraged  by  comments  that  the 
President  is  concerned  and  the  Presidential  Apparat  is 
working  on  proposals  for  him  to  address  the  situation.  The 
GOAJ ' s response  to  this  case  is  also  in  contrast  to  the  lack 
of  visible  progress  in  investigating  and  prosecuting  attacks 
on  journalists  to  date  (which  we  will  report  septel),  and 
reviewing  the  cases  of  imprisoned  journalists.  We  are 
continuing  to  confirm  the  facts  on  the  developments  in 
Nakhchivan  and  additional  GOAJ  reaction,  and  will  offer 
thoughts  on  next  steps  septel. 
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